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FIG. 7
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1
SWITCHING REGULATOR WITH REDUCED
EMI

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(a)
from Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0025845 filed
on Mar. 23, 2011, the disclosure of which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Example embodiments relate to a switching regulator, and
more particularly, to a switching regulator capable of exhib-
iting reduced electromagnetic interference (EMI), a method
of operating the switching regulator, and an electronic device
including the switching regulator.

As EMI appears as a big problem in recent mobile com-
munication systems, various techniques of reducing EMI
have been developed.

Some devices employ a large filter and/or shielding in
order to reduce EMI. However, these measures increase the
cost and size of the device. The size of an EMI filter may be
reduced by using a spread spectrum technique. However, this
still has its own disadvantages.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a switching regulator
capable of exhibiting reduced electromagnetic interference
(EMI) by outputting a sawtooth voltage signal having a fre-
quency that varies by using noise, a method of operating the
switching regulator, and an electronic device including the
switching regulator.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a device comprising a switching regulator. The
switching regulator includes: a voltage-to-current converter
configured to convert a noise voltage signal into a noise
current and output the noise current; and a sawtooth generator
to output a sawtooth voltage signal having sawtooth wave-
form, wherein a frequency of the sawtooth waveform varies
according to the level of the noise current output from the
voltage-to-current converter.

The device further comprises a switch circuit disposed
between the voltage-to-current converter and the sawtooth
generator to transmit the noise current output from the volt-
age-to-current converter to the sawtooth generator. The
device may further comprise a capacitor connected between
an input terminal of the switching regulator via which noise is
input, and an input terminal of the voltage-to-current con-
verter via which the noise voltage is input.

The noise voltage may be generated from clock noise,
switching noise, or substrate coupling noise. The switching
regulator may be integrated into a single semiconductor chip
or integrated circuit.

The voltage-current converter may comprise an opera-
tional amplifier configured to amplify and output an input
voltage formed by adding the noise voltage, to or subtracting
the noise voltage from, a DC voltage output from a power
source; and a current mirror circuit to convert the amplified
input voltage signal into an input current signal and remove a
DC component from the input current to output the noise
current.

The current mirror circuit may comprise an NMOS tran-
sistor comprising a gate connected to an output terminal of the
operational amplifier; a resistor comprising a first end con-
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nected to a source of the NMOS transistor and a second end
connected to ground; a first PMOS transistor comprising a
first end connected to a drain of the NMOS transistor and a
second end connected to a power supply source; and a second
PMOS transistor comprising a gate connected to a gate of the
first PMOS transistor, a source connected to the power supply
source, and a drain connected to the ground. The noise current
obtained by removing the DC component from the input
current is output via an output terminal connected to a drain of
the second PMOS transistor.

The sawtooth generator comprises a capacitor for convert-
ing the noise current into the sawtooth voltage signal and
outputting the sawtooth voltage signal. The switching regu-
lator further comprises a pulse-width modulation (PWM)
comparison circuit to compare the sawtooth voltage signal
output from the sawtooth generator with a reference voltage
to output a PWM signal. The switching regulator may be part
of'a power management circuit.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a power management circuit comprising the
switching regulator, and a controller configured to convert the
pulse width modulation signal output from the switching
regulator into a driving signal and to output the driving signal.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an electronic device comprising the power man-
agement circuit and a peripheral circuit including a driving
circuit that operates in response to the driving signal.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method of operating a switching regulator, the
method comprising converting, by a voltage-to-current con-
verter, a noise voltage into a noise current and outputting the
noise current and outputting, by a sawtooth generator, a saw-
tooth voltage signal having a sawtooth waveform, wherein a
frequency of the sawtooth waveform varies according to the
level of the noise current.

The converting comprises amplifying and outputting, by
an operational amplifier, an input voltage signal formed by
adding the noise voltage to, or subtracting the noise voltage
signal from, a DC voltage, output from a power source; and
converting, by a current mirror circuit, the amplified input
voltage signal into an input current signal and then removing
a DC component from the input current to output the noise
current.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, a device
includes: a sawtooth generator configured to receive a noise
current and in response thereto to output a sawtooth voltage
signal having sawtooth waveform with a variable period,
wherein the variable period of the sawtooth waveform varies
in response to the noise current; and a pulse width modulation
(PWM) signal generator configured to receive the sawtooth
voltage signal having the sawtooth waveform with the vari-
able period, and receiving a comparison voltage, and to com-
pare the sawtooth voltage signal to the comparison voltage
and in response thereto to output a pulse width modulation
signal having a variable frequency, wherein the variable fre-
quency varies in response to the noise current.

In some embodiments, the device may also include an error
amplifier configured to supply the comparison voltage to the
PWM signal generator, wherein the error amplifier is config-
ured to receive an error signal representing a difference
between a regulated output voltage and a target voltage to
which the regulated voltage should be set, wherein the com-
parison signal varies in response to the regulated output volt-
age.
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In some embodiments, the device may also include a volt-
age-to-current converter configured to convert a noise voltage
into the noise current and to output the noise current to the
sawtooth voltage generator.

In some embodiments, the device may also include a con-
troller configured to convert the PWM signal output from the
PWM signal generator into a driving signal and to output the
driving signal.

In some embodiments, the device may also include a
peripheral circuit including a driving circuit that operates in
response to the driving signal.

In some embodiments, the device may also include a
switching device configured to selectively supply the noise
current to the sawtooth generator

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a switch-
ing regulator;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of one embodiment of a voltage-
current converter included in the switching regulator illus-
trated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a portion of one embodiment
of'switching regulator as illustrated in FIG. 1, showing details
of one embodiment of a sawtooth generator;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a portion of another embodi-
ment of a switching regulator, showing details of one embodi-
ment of a sawtooth generator;

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate output waveforms of the
switching regulator illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of operating the switching
regulator illustrated in FIG. 1, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method of operating the switching
regulator illustrated in FIG. 4, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a power management inte-
grated circuit (PMIC) including the switching regulator illus-
trated in FIG. 1 or 4; and

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an electronic device including
the PMIC of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The exemplary embodiments may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as limited
to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodi-
ments are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough
and complete. In the drawings, the size and relative sizes of
layers and regions may be exaggerated for clarity. Like num-
bers refer to like elements throughout.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items and may be abbreviated as /.
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It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. For
example, a first signal could be termed a second signal, and,
similarly, a second signal could be termed a first signal with-
out departing from the teachings of the disclosure.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting. As used herein, the singular forms “a”, “an” and
“the” are intended to include the plural forms as well, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further
understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,”
or “includes” and/or “including” when used in this specifica-
tion, specity the presence of stated features, regions, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which the exemplary embodiments belong. It will be further
understood that terms, such as those defined in commonly
used dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning
that is consistent with their meaning in the context of the
relevant art and/or the present application, and will not be
interpreted in an idealized or overly formal sense unless
expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a switch-
ing regulator 10. Referring to FIG. 1, switching regulator 10
includes a voltage-to-current converter 20, a sawtooth gen-
erator 30, a pulse-width modulation (PWM) comparison cir-
cuit 40, and an error amplifier 50.

Voltage-to-current converter 20 converts a noise voltage
VN into a noise current IN and outputs the noise current IN.
In some cases, switching regulator 10 may further include a
capacitor C connected between an input terminal 11 of
switching regulator 10 via which noise NOISE is input, and
an input terminal 13 of voltage-to-current converter 20 to
which the noise voltage VN is input.

The capacitor C concentrates the noise NOISE generated
in switching regulator 10, for example, clock noise, switching
noise, or substrate coupling noise, on input terminal 11, and
thus generates the noise voltage VN, which is input to volt-
age-to-current converter 20.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of one embodiment of voltage-
current converter 20 illustrated in FIG. 1. Referring to FIGS.
1-2, voltage-to-current converter 20 includes an operational
amplifier 22 and a current mirror circuit 24.

Operational amplifier 22 amplifies and outputs an input
voltage VA11 obtained by adding the noise voltage VN to, or
subtracting the noise voltage VN from, a direct current (DC)
voltage VA1, which is generated at node Al by a current [ and
aresistor R1. The DC voltage VA1 is may be represented as a
product of current I and R1. In other words, VA1=I*R1, and
VA11=VA1+VN.

The current 1 is generated from a reference block (not
shown) that produces a current. The current I corresponds to
a current formed by regulating a voltage generated by a power
supply source VDD by using the reference block. The resis-
tance R1, in combination with the current I, sets the DC
voltage VA1.

A first input terminal (+) of operational amplifier 22 is
connected to the node Al to receive the input voltage VA11,
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and a second input terminal (-) of operational amplifier 22 is
connected to a node A2. Operational amplifier 22 may be a
buffer.

Current mirror circuit 24 includes an NMOS transistor 25,
a first PMOS transistor 26, a second PMOS transistor 27, and
aresistor R2. A gate of NMOS transistor 25 is connected to an
output terminal A12 of operational amplifier 22. The resistor
R2 is connected between the node A2 and ground VSS. A
drain of first PMOS transistor 26 is connected to that of
NMOS transistor 25, and a source of first PMOS transistor 26
is connected to the power supply source VDD.

A gate of second PMOS transistor 27 is connected to that of
first PMOS transistor 26, a source of second PMOS transistor
27 is connected to the power supply source VDD, and a drain
of'second PMOS transistor 27 is connected to the ground VSS
via a current source IDC of a reference block (not shown).

Current mirror circuit 24 converts a voltage of the node A2
into an input current IDCxa and then removes a DC compo-
nent IDC from the input current IDCxa to output the noise
current IN (=za).

The input voltage VA11 and an output voltage VA2 of
operational amplifier 22 have similar values due to a feedback
circuit.

Under the assumption that the output voltage VA2 of opera-
tional amplifier 22 is equal to the input voltage VA11, the
input current IDCxa may be represented as the output voltage
VA2 for the value of the resistor R2. In other words, the input
current IDCza is equal to VA11/R2=(I*R1+VN)/R2. Here,
IDC=I*R1/R2, and za=VN/R2.

In an operation of current mirror circuit 24, a voltage VA2
of the source of NMOS transistor 25 is converted into the
input current IDCzxa, and the input current IDCxa flows in
the drain of first PMOS transistor 26 and also in the drain of
second PMOS transistor 27, which forms a mirror pair
together with first PMOS transistor 26.

The DC component IDC flows to the ground VSS via the
current source of the reference block (not shown), and the
noise current IN (=xa.), excluding the DC component IDC, is
output via an output terminal A3 connected to the drain of
second PMOS transistor 27. A voltage VA3 appears at output
terminal A3.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a portion of one embodiment
of switching regulator 10 as illustrated in FIG. 1, showing
details of one embodiment of sawtooth generator 30. Refer-
ring to FIGS. 1 and 3, sawtooth generator 30 includes a
capacitor 33, a comparator 37, and an NMOS transistor 35.

Sawtooth generator 30 generates a variable current Ixa
having a variable frequency by adding the noise current IN
(=xa) output from voltage-to-current converter 20 to, or sub-
tracting the noise current IN (=x) from, a sawtooth reference
current I received from a current source of a reference block
(not shown). The variable current [+a repeatedly charges and
discharges capacitor 33 and outputs a sawtooth voltage signal
SAW having a sawtooth waveform with a frequency that
varies according to the levels of the noise current IN (=xa).

Error amplifier 50 amplifies a voltage into which a feed-
back resistor string is divided at the output of switching
regulator 10 and an error signal of a reference voltage pro-
duced by a reference block (not shown), thereby generating
and outputting a reference or comparison voltage VREF,
which is to be compared by PWM comparison circuit 40 with
the sawtooth voltage signal SAW. In some embodiments, the
error signal may represent a difference between a regulated
supply voltage (e.g., a driving signal output by a power man-
agement circuit) and a target voltage to which the regulated
supply voltage should be set in response to a PWM output
signal PWM OUT of PWM comparison circuit 40.
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PWM comparison circuit 40 compares the sawtooth volt-
age signal SAW output by sawtooth generator 30 with the
reference voltage VREF output by error amplifier 50 to gen-
erate and output a PWM signal PWM OUT having a variable
frequency.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a portion of another embodi-
ment of a switching regulator 10-1, showing details of one
embodiment of a sawtooth generator Referring to FIG. 4,
switching regulator 10-1 is the same as switching regulator 10
of FIG. 3 except that switching regulator 10-1 includes a
switching circuit 60, including a switching device SW,
between voltage-to-current converter 20 and sawtooth gen-
erator 30 for selectively transmitting and selectively blocking
the noise current IN output from voltage-to-current converter
20 to sawtooth generator 30.

The switching device SW may be a semiconductor device,
for example, a PMOS transistor. The switching device SW
operates in response to a control signal CTL. Switching regu-
lator 10 or 10-1 may be integrated into a single semiconductor
chip or integrated circuit.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate output waveforms of switching
regulator 10-1 illustrated in FIG. 4. FIG. 5A illustrates an
output waveform of switching regulator 10-1 when the
switching circuit SW is switched OFF, in which case no noise
current is added to the sawtooth reference current 1. FIG. 5B
illustrates an output waveform of switching regulator 10-1
when the switching circuit SW is switched ON, in which case
the noise current is added to the sawtooth reference current I.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5A, the sawtooth voltage signal
SAW generated in sawtooth generator 30 of switching regu-
lator 10-1 moves within the range of an upper limit to a lower
limit and is compared with the output (VREF) of error ampli-
fier 50 to generate a PWM signal PWM OUT having a con-
stant pulse width, that is, having a fixed frequency.

Since the period T=1/fsw of the sawtooth voltage signal
SAW output by sawtooth generator 30 to which no noise
current is added is maintained at a constant value, the saw-
tooth voltage signal SAW having a constant frequency is
generated, as illustrated in FIG. 5A. In the period T (=1/fsw),
a reference frequency fsw denotes the frequency of the saw-
tooth voltage signal SAW.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5B, sawtooth generator 30 out-
puts a sawtooth voltage signal SAW1 or SAW2, which varies
in response to the noise current IN received with switching
circuit 60, and therefore deviates from the sawtooth voltage
signal SAW which has the fixed frequency fsw.

A current of the sawtooth voltage signal SAW1, which is
output by sawtooth generator 30 which receives the noise
current IN, is increased by an amount of +c due to the noise
current IN, so that the sawtooth voltage signal SAW1 has a
greater slope and a shorter period than TO=T (i.e., 1/fsw),
such as a first period T1 (=1/fswl). Thus, a first frequency
fswl is greater than the reference frequency fsw of the saw-
tooth voltage signal SAW. The first frequency fswl is the
frequency of the sawtooth voltage signal SAW1.

On the other hand, when a current of the sawtooth voltage
signal SAW2 is decreased by an amount of —a due to the noise
current IN, the sawtooth voltage signal SAW2 has a lesser
slope and a greater period than T0, such as a second period T2
(=1/fsw2). Thus, a second frequency fsw2 is less than the
reference frequency fsw of the sawtooth voltage signal SAW.
The second frequency fsw2 is the frequency of the sawtooth
voltage signal SAW2.

As described above, by using the noise NOISE generated
in switching regulator 10, PWM comparator 40 produces a
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PWM signal PWM OUT1 or PWM OUT2 whose frequency
varies under the influence of the noise NOISE, whereby EMI
may be reduced.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method of operating switching
regulator 10, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Referring to FIGS. 1, 3, and 6, voltage-to-current
converter 20 converts the noise voltage VN into the noise
current IN and outputs the noise current IN, in operation S60.

In operation S62, sawtooth generator 30 outputs the saw-
tooth voltage signal SAW having a frequency that varies in
response to the noise current IN (e.g., the frequency changes
in correspondence to the level or magnitude of the noise
current). In operation S64, PWM comparison circuit 40 com-
pares the sawtooth voltage signal SAW output by sawtooth
generator 30 with the reference voltage signal VREF output
by error amplifier 40 to generate and output the PWM signal
PWM OUT (which, e.g., may be PWM OUT1, PWM OUT2,
etc.).

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method of operating the switching
regulator 10-1, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Referring to FIGS. 1, 4, and 7, voltage-to-current
converter 20 converts the noise voltage VN into the noise
current IN and outputs the noise current IN, in operation S70.

In operation S72, the switching device SW transmits the
noise current IN to sawtooth generator 30 when it is switched
ON under the control of a control signal CTL, and does not
transmit the noise current IN to sawtooth generator 30 when
it is switched OFF under the control of the control signal
CTL. In operation S74, when the switching device SW is
switched ON and transmits the noise current IN to sawtooth
generator 30, sawtooth generator 30 outputs the sawtooth
voltage signal SAW having a frequency that varies in
response to the noise current IN.

In operation S76, PWM comparison circuit 40 compares
the sawtooth voltage signal SAW output by sawtooth genera-
tor 30 with the reference voltage signal VREF output by error
amplifier 40 to generate and output the PWM signal PWM
OUT.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a power management inte-
grated circuit (PMIC) 100 including switching regulator 10 or
10-1 illustrated in FIG. 1 or 4. Referring to FIG. 8, PMIC 100
includes switching regulator 10 or 10-1 and a controller 70.
PMIC 100 receives a power supply voltage VIN from a power
source (for example, a battery).

The power supply voltage VIN is converted into the PWM
signal PWM OUT having a variable frequency by switching
regulator 10 or 10-1 included in PMIC 100, and a driving
signal DS, which may be a supply voltage desired to operate
a peripheral circuit, is output under the control of controller
70.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an electronic device 200
including PMIC 100 of FIG. 8. Referring to F1G. 9, electronic
device 200 may be a cellular phone, a smart phone, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a personal navigation device (PND),
a digital camera, or an MP3.

Electronic device 200 includes PMIC 100 and peripheral
circuits 80. Peripheral circuits 80 may be a camera, a Digital
Multimedia Broadcasting (DMB), an SD card, and a receiver.
Each of peripheral circuits 80 includes a driving circuit 90,
which is driven according to the driving signal DS (e.g., a
supply voltage) output by PMIC 100.

In a switching regulator and an operating method thereof
according to an embodiment of the present invention, a saw-
tooth voltage signal having a frequency that varies by using
noise is output, so that EMI may be reduced.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
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thereof, it will be understood that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the spirit
and scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a switching regulator, including:

a voltage-to-current converter configured to convert a
noise voltage into a noise current and to output the
noise current; and

a sawtooth generator to output a sawtooth voltage signal
having a sawtooth waveform, wherein a frequency of
the sawtooth waveform varies according to a level of
the noise current output from the voltage-to-current
converter.

2.The device of claim 1, further comprising a switch circuit
between the voltage-to-current converter and the sawtooth
generator to transmit the noise current output from the volt-
age-to-current converter to the sawtooth generator.

3. The device of claim 1, further comprising a capacitor
connected between an input terminal of the switching regu-
lator via which noise is input, and an input terminal of the
voltage-to-current converter via which the noise voltage is
input.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the noise voltage is
generated from clock noise, switching noise, or substrate
coupling noise.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the switching regulator is
integrated into a single semiconductor chip.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the voltage-current con-
verter comprises:

an operational amplifier to amplify and output an input

voltage formed by adding the noise voltage to, or sub-

tracting the noise voltage from, a DC voltage output
from a power source; and

a current mirror circuit to convert the amplified input volt-

age into an input current and to remove a DC component

from the input current to output the noise current.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein:

the current mirror circuit includes:

an NMOS transistor having a gate connected to an out-
put terminal of the operational amplifier;

a resistor comprising a first end connected to a source of
the NMOS transistor and a second end connected to
ground;

a first PMOS transistor comprising a first end connected
to a drain of the NMOS transistor and a second end
connected to a power supply source; and

a second PMOS transistor comprising a gate connected
to a gate of the first PMOS transistor, a source con-
nected to the power supply source, and a drain con-
nected to the ground,

the noise current obtained by removing the DC component

from the input current is output via an output terminal

connected to a drain of the second PMOS transistor.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the sawtooth generator
comprises a capacitor configured to convert a combination of
a sawtooth current and the noise current into the sawtooth
voltage signal and to output the sawtooth voltage signal.

9. The device of claim 1, further comprising a pulse-width
modulation (PWM) comparison circuit which is configured
to compare the sawtooth voltage signal output from the saw-
tooth generator with a reference voltage to output a PWM
signal.

10. The device of claim 9, comprising a power manage-
ment circuit, wherein the switching regulator is included in
the power management circuit.
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11. The device of claim 10, wherein the power manage-
ment circuit further comprises a controller configured to con-
vert the PWM signal output from the switching regulator into
a driving signal and to output the driving signal.

12. The device of claim 11, further comprising a peripheral
circuit including a driving circuit that operates in response to
the driving signal.

13. A method, the method comprising:

converting, by a voltage-to-current converter, a noise volt-
age into a noise current and outputting the noise current;
and

outputting, by a sawtooth generator, a sawtooth voltage
signal having a sawtooth waveform, wherein a fre-
quency of the sawtooth waveform varies according to a
level of the noise current.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the converting com-

prises:

amplifying and outputting, by an operational amplifier, an
input voltage formed by adding the noise voltage to, or
subtracting the noise voltage from, a DC voltage output
from a power source; and

converting, by a current mirror circuit, the amplified input
voltage into an input current and removing a DC com-
ponent from the input current to output the noise current.

15. A device, including:

a sawtooth generator configured to receive a noise current
and in response thereto to output a sawtooth voltage
signal having sawtooth waveform with a variable period,
wherein the variable period of the sawtooth waveform
varies in response to the noise current; and
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a pulse width modulation (PWM) signal generator config-
ured to receive the sawtooth voltage signal having the
sawtooth waveform with the variable period, and receiv-
ing a comparison voltage, and to compare the sawtooth
voltage signal to the comparison voltage and in response
thereto to output a pulse width modulation signal having
a variable frequency, wherein the variable frequency
varies in response to the noise current.

16. The device of claim 15, further comprising an error
amplifier configured to supply the comparison voltage to the
PWM signal generator, wherein the error amplifier is config-
ured to receive an error signal representing a difference
between a regulated output voltage and a target voltage to
which the regulated voltage should be set, wherein the com-
parison signal varies in response to the regulated output volt-
age.

17. The device of claim 15, further comprising a voltage-
to-current converter configured to convert a noise voltage into
the noise current and to output the noise current to the saw-
tooth generator.

18. The device of claim 15, further comprising a controller
configured to convert the PWM signal output from the PWM
signal generator into a driving signal and to output the driving
signal.

19. The device of claim 18, further comprising a peripheral
circuit including a driving circuit that operates in response to
the driving signal.

20. The device of claim 15, further comprising a switching
device configured to selectively supply the noise current to
the sawtooth generator.
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